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Mendacities: a book club guide 
Let’s start a conversation—with each other and with Mendacities, itself! Every book comes alive in 

different ways for different people. What do you and Mendacities have to say? 

All the questions in this guide are meant as starters—to get the conversation going. Choose the ones 

you like and then you and your club will take it from there. 

1 What are the themes that jump out at you? For you, what’s the main, overarching one? 

What are some of the minor ones that you think are important and why? 

2 Nearly all the characters in the book are carrying some kind of secret and it’s doing them no 

good. What’s the difference between a secret and simply keeping something private? 

3 Do secrets inevitably lead to lies? What other harms can secrets cause? When are secrets 

good? 

4 Felicity believes—at least at first—that her secret isn’t hurting anyone. If it were true that 

she was really causing no harm, would it make the secret okay? 

5 
While Felicity’s secrets and lies are very calculated, Uncle Obie’s seem to arise more from 

neglect and carelessness. Do you agree with this assessment? What do you think about 

Uncle Obie’s role? 

6 
Nettie might be described as a disorganized bumbler—and these characteristics certainly 

get under Felicity’s skin! But Nettie also has the ability to help and comfort and guide people, 

so it seems there’s more to her than meets the eye. Who do you think Nettie really is, inside? 

What makes others like her? 

7 Is being a government spy more ethical than being a spy-for-hire like Andreas? What are 

your thoughts? 

8 
Petra has simply been using an unexpected and difficult-to-explain gift over which she has 

no control. Can she really be blamed for keeping secrets and covering up her activities? How 

do you view her behaviour and her beliefs about herself? 

9 
Would you agree that Jaz is the most malicious with her secrets? What do you think drives 

her? Do you find her a sympathetic character? Why or why not? If you were to speculate, 

what kind of life do you think Jaz will lead after the story events? 

10 
Nettie says that Liron is identity confused and Liron, himself, reflects that he feels “like a 

vacant pot, with nothing growing inside.” How does his lack of direction and meaning 

contribute to his life of lies? Have you ever seen this happen with someone you know? 
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11 
Justin is truly talented in his ability to be a chameleon and connect with others. Surely there 

would be many honourable professions where he could use his talents! What do you think 

he’s suited for? What aspect of his character do you think drove him towards his exploits? 

Although Justin’s story is a bit fantastical, are there kernels of wisdom to be gleaned for 

regular people? 

12 
Each character has been not only hurting others, but also hurting him or herself by 

holding secrets and telling lies. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? Unpack 

the price for each person.  

13 
Graham is honest and forthright—he doesn’t have any secrets. But, in the end, he may pay 

the heaviest price of them all. What are your thoughts about this? Is it instructive about how 

we should view secrets and lies? 

14 Why do you think the majority of the book is set in a lighthouse? 

15 In your opinion, how does the west coast setting contribute to the story? 

16 
At the end, we see Felicity reflecting on her new life. Some things have changed 

drastically and others are still a struggle for her. Why do you think it’s easier for her to 

accept her downgraded lifestyle than it is to accept Nettie as Uncle Obie’s partner? What 

other observations do you have about the new Felicity? 

17 Nearly all the main characters have hidden meanings in their names. Did you notice? How 

many of them can you work out? 

18 What is a favourite quote from the book?  

19 Who was your favourite character in the book? Why? If you were casting for a movie 

version of this story, who would you choose for each character?  

20 
If you had a chance to ask the author one burning question about the book, what would it 

be? (P.S.: you can, at hello@rose-prose.com!)  
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